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Giving Thanks After Thanksgiving

: hanksgiving
has come and
goned even the

| leftovers have been

| gobbled up by now! So
| guess we can stop

~ being thankful now,

| right?

| Of course not. Thank-
fulness is one of the
core aspects of disci-

| pleship. Listen to St.
Paul i Be
pray continually; give

Al brecht D¢r efthanksAn alcircum-
Handso (pen andialdk o thigfs8)

God's will for you in

Chri st
joyful, prayerful, and thankful always, continually,
and in all circumstances. Why? Paul tells us that

God wants these qualities
will for you. o
Letds assume that we need

thankful (and joyful and prayerful) because God
knows that there will be
these things. Life will be hard. Sometimes we get
the i mpression that
qualities in obedience to Christ, but no one can

i magine Paul telling us:
will for you in Christ
better way.

The better way is the way of the Gospel, which
teaches us that God is always for us. There are a
myriad of circumstances that leave us thankless,
joyless, and prayerless. Do we view the Gospel
through these hardships or do we view these hard-
ships through the Gospel? God loves us so much
that He gave us His Son. He confirmed His love in

j 0 yJésusl

Jesusb8).1ThWesbdrbhe 1balolneed ftroo nb ea

weobdr e

bl ood. Thereds
even hardship. Yes, even hardship.

not hi nagg He

Look beneath the surface of hardship and trust that

there is something there that, by faith, you can give
thanks for and over which you might even rejoice.
Donoé6t fake it; believe it.
abandoned you. It is impossible for Him to do so
because it would make a liar out of Him. Trust that

God has not stopped blessing you and loving you. It

is impossible for Him to do so because it would

make Him out to be mean and unfaithful. The evi-
dence of His |l ove is at the
al ways;

It may take a while to feel thankful and to feel joyful
and to feel like praying. It is not hypocritical to ex-
press these things in the meantime, as long as they

heart of faith.
overcome my wunbeliefo (Mark
by faith in Godds goodness
in our lives: fAthis is God

One way we can show thankfulness, regardless of
how we are feeling, is to care for others, especially
thbse who baveradotriéss ndateidal btessings than we
do. Our church has done a fantastic job this fall with
tOpenaton Chwidtneas Chivd end evith thé Foodf Deive. |
Thank you for all of your help!

supposed to fake these
Letds continue to show our
fih8 ehildferadk iecarcefated parénts argl foi Iccal f@se d 6 s

J e s$euchildrén thro8gh thé Anget Teeé. sMaygtioese chilo b e

dren have a reason to feel thankful because of the

demonstration of our thankfulness. And who knows,
maybe God will use our ministry to stir our hearts to
greater feelings of thanksgiving and joy this season!

His and yours,
Essen
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Do You Know Our Newest Members?

By Becky Hanson

T he last issue of the Tabernacle Times intro-
duced you to a number of our new members
and we hope that you not only read about
these saints but have begun to acquaint yourself
with them in a deeper way 8 and, in so doing, are
observing how they are using their gifts and talents
to serve the body.

Of course, even before taking his membership vows,
Ben Elliott was already actively serving, but others
from the group are also beginning to demonstrate
their commitment to ministry within the church in
teaching, worship team ministry, office administra-
tion, nursery service, diaconate-type ministry and in
other ways.

One of those individuals from the group you read
about & Kelly Smith 8 helped to launch the first two
issues of our newsletter. Unfortunately, family re-
sponsibilities became too pressing and Kelly felt

Chorus. Among their interests and hobbies
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are reading, needlework, yard work and volunteer
work. Jim and Darlene are already actively serving
at Tab; both have sung in the Tabernacle Chorale
and, this past year, Darlene was able to go on the
Tabernacle mission trip to the orphanages in Guate-
mala.

Harry and Ann Coleman
Harry came to the
valley in 1972 as an
engineer with Du-
Pont, where he met
Ann, a native to the
area and a now re-
tired Augusta
County teacher.
The couple started
coming to Taberna-
cle after neighbors
invited them to at-

constrained to relinquish her role as editor. But, an- tend. Harryods i-injoweselepsojects i nc
other individual from that membership class, another and motorcycling, while Ann enjoys walking her high
Kelly was Awaiting i n t he -enargydpgs, réadingGodrosirg a hospicgvoltne i s t
into the editorial boot s, teerkHartyland Ar® ibothehave enjoyledbgingrinche t a k
up the reigns as editor, beginning with this issue. Waynesboro Choral Society and bicycling. In terms
of ministry involvement, Harry is interested in elder
Now we have for you the group that followed into care and youth ministry, and Ann is interested in ser-
membership this past spring and into the fall. Go vice projects, visitation and music.
back and read the first paragraph and make it your
goal to get well acquainted with these new mem- Dam Mallya
bers, beginning with their summary bios that follow. Dam moved to the area in
September 2010 to work
Jim and Darlene Burchfiel for Young Life at Stuarts
Jim and Darlene Draft High School. He
moved to Crozet two started coming to Taber-
and a half years ago nacle after Dave Blanco
after their retirement. invited him, and really
The two are parents to Al oved it. o |8 tim
AN Amanda (29) and Na- Dam enjoys watching |
AN P than (27). Jim and Philadelphia sports
3 ‘ , Darlene started attend- (Eagles and Phillies especially), watching the TV
AV VSl o b ing Tabernacle after series Friday Night Lights and Band of Brothers,
’i'f-'-?“ being invited by John spending time with friends,
- and Debbie Bennetch, unread section of my |I|ibrar
whom they knew from their time spent in the Army try, Dambébs ministry interes

pleship and missions.
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Keegan Abar

Keegan, a native of the Valley,
is the daughter of members
Rich and Cheryl Abar. She and
her parents first came to Taber-
nacle at the invitation of their
neighbors, Jim and Margie
Peak. Keegan is a freshman at
Old Dominion University and \H
she ALOVESO to swi m. e
forward to having her with us during breaks and wish
her the best during her time at ODU!

Trinity Spencer

Trinity is the
daughter of
Joel and Erin
Spencer, and
big sister to
Truman and
Sejen. Trinity
is in 3rd grade
» and her favor-
aite subject is
recess...| mean spelling! When she's not at school,
Trinity loves doing anything related to music. She is
currently taking lessons at Valley Music Academy;

she enjoys the piano, guitar and writing her own lyr-
ics. It's no surprise that Trinity hopes to be on the
Tabernacle Worship Team at some point! She also
enjoys helping out with all our Tab babies and will
make an excellent nursery volunteer.

*Correction*
In our last edition, we mistakenly reported John and
Angi e Pearsonds

Ho sk name i s actually EII

mistake, Pearson family! A

The King is Coming!

By Frank Root

ine years ago, | was asked to teach the
N adult Sunday school class in December. |

decided to review the OIld Testament
prophecies about the coming of Jesus. During my
preparation, | often wondered how these texts are
understood by modern
Christdés coming.

One Saturday, after spending several hours trying to
decide how to present my lessons and finding my-
self confused by which of the hundreds of prophe-
ciesd some clear, some vagued to use, | gave up
for the day and took my wife out to eat.

When our server was introduced as Micah, | asked
him if he was named for the prophet. Surprised, he
sai d, iYes, but mo st

peophA e

the rock (Mica). o0 As we
t hat he was Jewi sh. il f
would love to hear your understanding of the
prophecies in the book of Micah, as obviously, you
must understand these texts differently than my un-

J e wsdéearnsdt abnyd i hgwsa sbaf €he i st i

he had never read the book.

| got to thinking about how many people today, like
Mi c ah, donot read their

fore Christ, how many more might have never read
the scriptures for themselves. This led to my writing
of a skit that covered two weeks of Sunday school
class in 2002, and became a play the following year.
That skit has been revised several times to what is
now a 2% act drama entitled The King is Coming.

think | was named

PagJ 3 0
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Tabernacle Lives for ... t
By Essen Daley

n the last edition of the Tab Times | wrote about burdenso (Gal 6:2), to fisub
I our church living for thevemjeoymeftorofChGodd® ( Eph

glory. We al so | i ve ff anothdr,then, jgsioas @hristdccepbed o, $n orges o -
pl e. o This begs the questioobrifmidowrias sthe ol Goaldo ( Ro
church designed for the good of the saints?o0

Third, the church marks us out from the world. We
First, God wants the local church to function much aretheekklesia, t he fAcalled out on
like a healthy family. We question the wisdom of the new identity and, therefore, a new loyalty. We look
person who severs healthy family ties and wanders out for each other and care for each other in light of
off into the world on his own. God did not design us the coming Kingdom. We are to esteem one an-
for isolation. We were designed for communityd for other and know that when one suffers, we all do,
accountability and encouragement and care. These and when one benefits, we all do too. This is why
are the things God designed us to get in our families Paul told the Galatians, AT
and they are the same things we ought to receive portunity, let us do good to all people, especially to
(and contribute) in the family of faith. those who belong to the fam
6:10).
Second, the church is where we learn tolerance and
acceptance. lItis a chief irony in our culture that the God considers the church ft
world portrays itself as tolerant and the church as eyed (Zechariah 2:8). Do w
intolerant. The reality is that, in the world, like at- He says He will never stop doing good to His people
tracts like and there is very little tolerance for what is (Jeremiah 32:40). Do we act the same way? If you
different. In the church, however, God is bringing are in the church, you are in the most privileged po-
together different kinds of people who are called to sition on earth. Let us love the church and do good
love each otherd regardless of gender, race, status, to GoddosApeopl e.
et c. Webre called to | earn how to ficarry each ot her
Menos Retreat 2011

By Kent Givens

n October 29", about fifty men from Taber-
O nacle and our sister church, Holy Cross

Presbyterian,
Valley Pike Conference Center, located just north of
Harrisonburg. As we headed up Friday night, many
anticipated a weekend filled with touch football, golf,
hiking, and shooting. Little did we know that an Oc-
tober snow storm would throw a wrench in our plans.

Fortunately, the power outages lasted hours rather

than days, and we were all able to still have a great
time. The food prepared was outstanding! We truly
ate likekings and what man
The competition was intense as well, with cards and
ping-pong being the two most popular games by far.
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we n atthe n

However, | think | speak for most when | say | did-
nét attend the mends retrea
gamesn & he dpportuniyttor sieaee tauthentic fellow-

ship with other brothers in Christ was great. In our

small groups, we were able to discuss different

issues related to being a man of Christ. The talks

given by Essen and John were encouraging,

enlightening, and convicting.

The natural conversations that happened during
our free time were great opportunities to explore
different issues and to get to know other men.

d o e s n QAlso, thennjusicy pravidhed by The Holy Cross Wor-

ship Team, was a great opportunity to worship
God corporately.
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For me personally, the biggest take away from the
weekend was hearing for the first time that the
church is the most vivid
Earth today. | often think of the church positively
and recognize many of its benefits 8 a place to re-
ceive teaching, experience fellowship, seek account-
ability, and offer worship & but | had never viewed
the church as a Iliteral
awaits us!

Yet, when | think about it, it really makes sense.
Church is where our relationship with God and our
relationship with others
kingdom is finally restored, both of those relation-
ships will be fully realized and without flaw!

Our church believes in church planting. Before the

menbds retreat, I knew t ha

thing, but after the weekend, | realized more clearly
why church planting is so important. The argument
was made that the best way to spread the gospel to
those who dondét know him
centered churches where those people are. By do-
ing this, we are literally showing them the Kingdom!

Food for Thought

Of course, it is an imperfect picture-- every church

has flaws and every member is a sinner. But, when
gdupmied with eepentdnce@md duiihentidity, they d o m o n

Church is where people can see what true relation-

ship 8 with God and others & looks like. And then,
when God calls them to Himself, they are able to be

a part of that Akingdom pic
t ha

Il left mendés retreat
excited for what he is doing in the hearts of the men

icammunitye of Godbés Kingdom

both

at Tabernacle and Holy Cross. | look forward to

and Weyers Cave, as we look at the possibility of
helping plant a church in the northern part of Au-

gusta County.

where the gospel is preached and lived out, and |
pray we continue to strive to be that representation

of the Kingdom for others to see. A

is to plant gospel

By Dena Sawyer, Brian and Kara Mongold

nered with the Verona Food Pantry in our

annual Tab Thanksgiving Food Drive. On
Black Friday, Tabernacle members distributed 1,200
collection bags to our neighbors in the community.
Our goal was to collect 5,000 pounds of food! This
annual event has not only blessed our brothers and
sisters in the Blue Ridge area, but has also had a
profound impact on the Tabernacle families who par-
ticipate. Two of our church families- the Sawyers
and the Mongolds- share how their families enjoy
partaking in this Tab tradition.

F or the past few years, Tabernacle has part-

Reflections from the Sawyer Family

Our family has had the privilege of participating in
the Tab Thanksgiving Food Drive for the past four
years. Four years may not be long in adult years,
but it is significant in kid years! Our children, Jacob,
Ellie, Michael and Molly, are currently 14, 13, 10 and

Taber nacl

5 years old. To save you from having to do the
math, that means we began delivering those invit-
ing, bright yellow plastic bags to homes when they

were 10, 9, 5, and 1!

When we began hel ping,
but instead sat with a curious look on her face as
she contentedly sucked her thumb and watched
the van fill up with bags of canned and boxed
foods. Eventually, by age 3, Molly caught on to
the fact that she was strapped into a car seat and
missing all the fun of running door to door through
neighborhoods, and she began to ask (demand)

t oo.
that this year maof-theevan Mo | |
experience of the food drive! She was so proud,
and | realized that the Thanksgiving Food Drive

when she could helop

has become a sweet tradition in our family.
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Jacob and Ellie have also experienced a rite of pas-
sage of sorts in that for the past two years they have
been old enough to be paired with other drivers to
be Arunnerso to deliver

In addition, we have experienced the blessing of de-
livering bags to the same area of Waynesboro for
the last four years. We have successfully procured
our desired neighborhood (apologies to anyone who
may have had that particular map snatched from

Reflections from the Mongolds
Since returning home to Tabernacle, the Holy Spirit
has opened our hearts to serving others in new and

a mxtiting walysl Wiilé thelGagped teaches us to love

others, we are to pay special attention to the needs
of the poor and those not able to repay us for our
deeds. We love because God first loved us. God
has blessed our family in so many ways, and we are
commanded to generously give our time, money and
energy to bless others less fortunate.

your innocent hands by a covetous Sawyer!) and
happily loaded up the van with bags and greetings

Tabernaclebébs Food Drive of
from Tabernacle. |

derful opportunity to fol
We collected a van load full of food to be delivered

to the Verona Food Bank. We realize that those we
helped will not thank us personally. However, just

f
o
We have had the privilege of having a few nice con-
versations with residents of the various homes, and
we hope that we are beginning to look familiar to as the Gospel states, our reward comes not from

them as wel |l (to dat e, we bhispresent vordtbut fioim@ur hopetirnGod and csirt r e e
going 10 miles per hour, with the trunk and side door everlasting life. In all we do on this earth, we are to

of the van wide open, hazard lights flashing, and no glorify God.

one has called the police to report a strange inci-
dent. For this mercy, we are thankful!). We were also blessed by witnessing the fruits of the

Spirit within each other. Ella, our soon to be seven-

We are so grateful f or o uweareoh udr cdhadusg hptaerrt, n esrasi hdi,p filnt tn
Gospel, as we seek to show the love of Christ hel p other peopl-gearmldsoGarr et
through the incredibly tangible act of providing food felt happy when his Dad said he could feel the im-

for the needy. Our hope is that in addition to serving pact from the weight of the food while driving the

those in our very own community, we can pass on to van. Each member in our family agreed it was one

our children a legacy of selfless giving and caring for of the best weekends we had shared together for a

others. We take great encouragement in knowing long time. What a blessing to serve along with our

that we love because He first loved us. We pray that  church family and to grow each day to be more like

others will know the boundless love of our Heavenly Christ! A

Father through the obedient work of the church.

Dressed Up for the Reformation Party

N early 500 years ago on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95

theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany and

this bold act was used of God to spawn the Reformation, a movement
that rapidly spread across Europe. While it brought about dramatic changes in
the church of that time, and continuing into the present, the primary legacy was
the doctrine of justification by Godas g
That doctrine undergirds the theology of the Presbyterian Church in America and,
in turn, Tabernacle Presbyterian Church.

So, to honor the anniversary of this momentous event in history, the church held
a Reformation Party, inviting young and old to dress up for the occasion . Some,
like Ben Elliott, dressed very appropriately in the garb of Martin Luther, the priest.
Others dressed to scare, to draw a smile, or perhaps, more so, the smile of a par-
ent. The dressed up folk on these pages are representative of the many creative
outfits that graced the fellowship hall for our evening celebration.
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